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ENGLAND IN THE EIGHTEENTH  CENTURY

The growing
friendship
betwe_en
Austria and
France.

Prussia is
dissatisfied
with the
French
alliance.

England still
anxious   for
peace in
Europe.

had been the view of Kaunitz as early as 1749; he had re-
ceived considerable encouragement from St. Severin, the
French representative at the Congress of Aix-la-Chapelle,
and his view had been warmly endorsed by Saxony. He
had visited France in 1750, and though he failed either
definitely to win France or to attach Austria or Maria
Theresa to his own policy, he paved the way for a future
alliance. In 1755 he became Chancellor, and by that time
Maria Theresa, becoming more and more dissatisfied with
England, was ready to look with greater favour on his
opinions.

Meanwhile, Prussia had grown almost equally discontented
with her ally, France. Frederick the Great, an energetic
and methodical ruler, could get little satisfaction from the
vacillating, dilatory Court of the incapable Louis XV.
He saw with Ill-concealed Irritation the growing friendship
of Austria and France; and became openly alarmed at
the warm reception given to Kaunitz In France. As early
as 1748 Frederick had pointed out to Legge, the English
Ambassador, the advantages of a Prussian Alliance: but
Newcastle would hear nothing of any measure likely to
lead to further difficulties with Austria, and Frederick's
advances received little encouragement. Difficulties arose
between the two countries regarding their rival claims to
E. Frisia, and also regarding the payment of compensation
for damages done by the English fleet to Prussian merchants
in the previous War. Soon, a change in the attitude of the
English Court made possible the alliance for which Frederick
was looking.

Although events were tending inevitably towards the
reversal of alliances, the actual accomplishment of the
Diplomatic Revolution was largely fortuitous, and the
result of circumstances as much as of the deliberate Intent
of any of the parties concerned. To understand the some-
what complicated diplomatic events which follow, It is
essential to keep constantly in our minds that England
realised the inevitability of a struggle with France and
wished at all costs to avoid entangling herself in a conti-
nental war. Her object was simply to leave herself free to